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Dear Friends,

In February of 2020, we redesigned the logo for NECC and adopted the phrase 
“Thriving Together.” This phrase represents how NECC views our community 
and the work we do. Little did we know that by mid-March we would see it put 
to the test in every way: as the world became more distant, we found new ways 
to thrive “together.”

Although working remotely, our staff and volunteers continued to work together 
in teams to serve local children, youth, families, and seniors as they, too, were 
forced to make one adjustment after another, some in increasing isolation. 

And for our clients, we learned to be “together” by:
• placing Care Calls regularly just to check in and find out what was needed, 
• delivering fun, educational, and supportive virtual programs to help the 
 young feel connected to their friends and caring adults, while staying current 
 with their learning,
• creating a food and supply pantry to safely deliver food, prescriptions, and 
 supplies to households,
• safely delivering breakfast and lunch to children in struggling households 
 all summer long,
• transporting those with essential needs to the pharmacy, chemotherapy, 
 dialysis, COVID testing, and COVID vaccination appointments, and
• helping individuals and families sign up for unemployment, obtain 
 human services, pay critical expenses, and find mental health support 
 during trying times.

We could not be prouder of the work of our staff and our volunteers as well as 
the kindness of our donors. 

As we ease our way back into “normality,” NECC is poised more than ever to 
continue to offer impactful levels of social, educational, recreational, and cultural 
programs and services so that we might continue to thrive together.

Thank you for your support,

Christine Sergent   Nancy Elting
Executive Director   Chair, Board of Directors
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OUR MISSION:

The North East Commu-
nity Center seeks to build a 
healthy, caring, responsive and 
welcoming community for all 
who live and visit here. NECC 
acts as a catalyst for that 
community vision through its 
partnerships with other organi-
zations and by offering social, 
educational, recreational and 
cultural programs and ser-
vices to help meet community 
needs. 

For more information please visit: 
www.neccmillerton.org or contact: 
North East Community Center, 
51 South Center Street, P.O. Box 35, 
Millerton, NY 12546. 518-789-4259.

ON THE COVER:
Jennifer Hengen and her daughter, 
Molly Hengen-Chasen, pitch in during 
the NECC Spring Clean Up.

Design: Thorunn Designs, LLC.
Printing: Moore & More Printing
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YOUTH PROGRAMS
The After School Connection Pro-
gram opened our first YouTube chan-
nel – creating 60 videos to help children 
stay active and engaged. We completed 
500 “Care Calls” to check on NECC cli-
ents’ wellbeing and suggest activities to 
keep their children engaged. We also 
coordinated the delivery of free art sup-
ply packs so children could continue to 
be creative at home!

We began live, virtual programming 
– giving the children a chance to “see” 
each other socially and support their 
social-emotional growth and provide 
fun engagement in literacy, math, and 
science. We even had children read sto-
ries to us!

In the Fall, we offered Wednesday 
Walks, encouraging students to enjoy 
walks on the Harlem Valley Rail Trail. 
Our annual Gingerbread Decorating 
Party became an at-home virtual party!

Kathryn Atkins, 
Youth Program 
Director

The Summer Enrichment 
Program offered four weeks of 
free, virtual programs for upper 
elementary-aged students, in-
cluding Paper Mache, Fiber Arts, 
Computer Coding, and Geocach-
ing explorations. Free supply kits 
were delivered to households, 
and each week ended with an 
outdoor activity to cap off the 
week’s theme. Students gained 
independence as the weeks pro-
gressed, and literacy, math, and 
cultural understanding were wo-
ven into every lesson.

Teen Team Leadership Pro-
gram participants dedicated 
319 community service hours 
to support and connect with 
their surrounding communi-
ties, including: 

– baking and distributing 57 
pumpkin pies for the Miller-
ton Food Pantry 

– picking up 8 large bags of 
trash during the Rail Trail 
Clean Up 

– gathering virtually for 85 
hours of recreational and 
educational activities help-
ing them to maintain social 
connections. 

Through the Teen Jobs Program, 
students from Webutuck School Dis-
trict worked with local businesses 
and farms to learn professional skills 
including how to budget money for 
college and other future endeav-
ors. 26 teens earned $53,799. Teen 
Jobs staff also developed a “Virtual 
Work Readiness'' program that pro-
vided students 25 hours of work in 
the summer attending virtual work-
shops via Zoom. They learned about 
time management, communication 
skills, résumé writing, building cover 
letters, workplace safety, financial lit-
eracy, and public speaking. 

Jackie Osnato, 
Teen Program 
Manager



FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS YEAR-ROUND, 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT NECCMILLERTON.ORG AND 

SIGN UP FOR OUR MONTHLY eNEWS.

FOOD

NECC helped 140 individuals 
apply for housing, utility, and 
other benefits in 2020. Since these 
services often benefit an entire 
household, 450 individuals were 
impacted. Residents were assisted 
with unemployment applications, 
tax-prep assistance, parenting edu-
cation, clothing and coats, and ac-
cess to food and other essentials. 
We also provided direct financial 
assistance to 30 households that 
did not qualify for government Eco-
nomic Impact Payments.

Jessica 
Raymond, 
Family Program 
Director

FAMILY

The pandemic exacerbated food inse-
curity in 2020. NECC met the challenge, 
expanding our focus on providing ac-
cess to nourishing, fresh, and culturally 
appropriate food. 

The Fresh Food Pantry works with re-
gional farmers to supply fresh produce, 
milk, and eggs to food pantries. Rock 
Steady Farm, Feather Ridge Farm, and 
Hudson Valley Fresh provided products 
to pantries in Amenia, Pine Plains, and 
Dover Plains. NECC provided fresh food 
for Thanksgiving baskets at the Millerton 
Presbyterian Church. Traditional Christ-
mas holiday baskets at the Church were 
replaced by grocery cards to abide by 
social distancing requirements. 

Jordan Schmidt, 
Food Program 
Director 

A weekly Food and Supply Pantry was initiated 
as a small pilot program serving homebound se-
niors. A community crisis fund allowed the project 
to expand in response to the pandemic. NECC vol-
unteers delivered nutritious five-day food kits to 
20-30 households, with an additional15-20 house-
hold picking up food at the NECC office.

NECC delivered 6,692 meals to Webutuck School 
District students during summer break 2020. Lenny 
Sutton and teens from the NECC Summer Youth 
Employment Program prepared breakfasts and 
lunches that volunteers delivered to households 
twice weekly. 

Webutuck teenagers in our Farm and Food Edu-
cation Program worked at the McEnroe Discov-
ery Garden, Rock Steady Farm, and the NECC and 
Webutuck community gardens as well as helping 
with the weekly food pantry. 

Emily Eder 
volunteers 
at food 
pickup. 
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

The NECC Trans-
portation Program 
provides free trans-
portation primarily 
to senior residents of 
Pine Plains, Stanford, 
Washington, Dover 
Plains, Amenia, and 
North East - areas 
where public trans-
portation options are 

Nathan Briggs, 
Community 
Programs Director

The service is equipped with a wheelchair-
transport minibus and a small fleet of vans. 
Our part-time driver corps is supported by 
NECC Transportation Coordinator, Raquel 
Echevarria. This year saw 1,867 rides, of 
which 1,450 were for people over 60 years 
old. Rides per community were: Amenia - 
205, Dover - 452, Millbrook - 201, Millerton 
- 358, Pine Plains - 143, Stanfordville - 183. 
Many of our current trips are for Covid 
vaccination appointments.

Transportation Program patrons

NECC facilitates 
the Tri-Town 
Coalition (TTC), 
which examines 
the issue of af-
fordable hous-
ing in Pine Plains, 
Amenia, and Mil-
lerton. The TTC 
hosted a virtual 
forum for 100 

Raquel 
Echevarria, 
Transportation 
Coordinator

The NECC-managed Millerton Farmers Market of-
fered produce, pasture-raised meat, fruit, cheese, baked 
goods, and prepared food from local farmers and pro-
ducers who use sustainable, chemical/pesticide free, or-
ganic, and ethical growing practices. Two teen interns re-
ceived paid training on how to work with customers, set 
up/break down the market, and assist vendors. We had 
an estimated 7,056 visitors for an average of 282 visitors 
per day.

A Holiday Craft Fair was held in December under Co-
vid safety protocols at the Millerton United Methodist 
Church. Local artisans presented their wares, while mu-
sicians played holiday music in a socially distanced, 
heated tent.

John Nowak, 
Farmers Market 
Manager

participants in September entitled “The 
Impact of COVID-19 on Rural Housing.” 
NECC, Hudson River Housing in Pough-
keepsie, and Grace Episcopal Church 
in Millbrook are also members. 

not available. The program helps riders 
access vital services, especially medi-
cal appointments and food shopping. 



Thank you to our donors and sponsors: 
October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020

INDIVIDUAL DONORS:
Anonymous  (12)
Susan Abuhaidar
Teri Agins
Michelle Alfandari
Sherrell Andrews and 
 Robert Kuhbach
Jon Arnason
Frederick Aronstein
Lauren Astor
Alexandra Baackes
Nancy Baker
Irene and Jack Banning
Mal and S. Ann  Barasch
Jocelyne and Samuel Barron
Jennifer Barth and Thomas Panitz
Rochelle Bartolo
Christine Bates and 
 Peter Greenough
Dorothy Bates
Karen Bechtel and Will Osborne
Ann and Justin Beeber
Stephanie Bell
Bonnie Bellow and 
 Frank Handleman
Judy and  Steven Benardete
Gavin Berger
Nancy Berk
Dani and Robert Bernard
Stephen and Barbara Rose Bishop
Leo Blackman and 
 Kenneth Monteiro
Felicity Banford and Tim Bontecou
David Braga and Pat Beard
Lelee Brant
Christine Braunstein
Denise Bricker
Nancy and Daniel E. Briggs
Carla Brillembourg and 
 Charles Clark III
Estrellita and Daniel Brodsky
Sally R Brody
Dan and Nancy Brown
Donald and Rose Brown
Shannon Tyree Brown
Alice Browne
Lynn Buckley
Theodora S. Budnik
Katrina Busselle
Rebecca and Sam Busselle
Sarah and Tom Cahill
Sara Campbell
Rev. John and Deborah Carter
Carol and Norman Cayea
Michael Chaban and 
 A.J. Pietrantone
Kenneth Barrett Chase and 
 Rosemary Lyons Chase
Linda and Drew Casterano
Kane Clawson
Clayton Family
Royce Collins
Lucy Commoner and Richard Berry
Tammy and Rob Cooper
Nera Cruz
Sarah McBride Curtis
Wendy Curtis
Alfred Daiboch and William Reinert
Minh Le and Erika DaSilva
Nancy and Richard Davis
Kathleen and 
 Gonzalo de Las Heras
Marion and Willem de Vogel
Lorna De Wangen
Elizabeth Demetriades
Doris DeNicolo
Joyce Devereaux

Jo Ann Dieffenbacher
Gael Doar and Lawrence Walsh
Jennifer Dowley
Meg and Ed Downey
Vicky Doyle
Noreen Driscoll
Donald and Sharon Duncan
Susanne and Douglas Durst
Wilhelmina Eaken
Jane Eckert
Nancy and John Elting
Molly and Kieran Fagan
Lorraine and George Faison
Julie Berkun Fajgenbaum
Elizabeth Faulkner and Walter Brett
Joan Feeney and Bruce Phillips
Ruth Felipe and Thomas Hacket
Titi Halle and Peter Felske
Laurie and Thomas Filippini
Alejandro Frank
Craig Frank and Virginia Garcia
Edwin Frank
Ginny and Sandy Friedman
Joseph Frydl
Scot Galliher
Ross Garon
Elizabeth B. Gilmore
Peter H. Gleason
Amy Glickman and 
 Andrew Kuritzkes
Amy and Fredric Gold
Daniel Goldhagen
Peggy Goldman
Basia and Christopher Goldsmith
Deborah Gorin
Leslie and Richard Gottlieb
Larissa MacFarquhar and 
 Philip Gourevitch
Mary and Jack Graf
Barbara Graham
Anthony Grammenopoulos
Stephanie Graves
Sheila and George Green
Julia and Nick Greenough
Edith Greenwood
David Griggs
Jerold and Madelon Grobman
Marilyn Gross and Kim Hausner
Erin Haab
Robert and Carol Haab
Carol and Patrick Hacket
Alison Hale
Jennifer Hand and Tom Tierney
Jenny Hansell and 
 Fred Baumgarten
Larry Hardisty
Brigitte and Michael Harney
Elyse Harney
Harry Hall Bridge Club
Roberta and Robert Hartt
Leslie and Donald Hastings
Nancy Hathaway
Rowena Haviland
Rachel Hay
Francis Hayman
Priscilla Herdman and 
 Dick Hermans
Kathryn M. Hinkle
Melinda Hitchcock and 
 David Fanning
John Hoffman
Beverly House
Pamela Howard
Bonnie Hundt and Mary Murfitt
Janice Hylton and Gail Smallridge
Beatriz Inigo
Jennifer Jaffe

Barbara Janowitz and Peter Entin
Patricia Jean
Sara and Richard Joannides
John Jay Jolly
Sarah Jones and Stan Hirson
Virginia Jones
Sherri and Lawrence Kahn
Michele and Geoffrey Kalish
Shelley Kaplan and Stephen Lyle
Christina and Paul Kardon
Robert Kaus
Marilyn J. and Kent Kay
Belinda and Stephen Kaye
Jo-Anne Kearney
Angeliki and Charles Keil
Mary Kelly
Barbara and Bradford Kendall
Karen Kennedy
Ellen Kerr Adler and Moshe Adler
Sandra Kilmer
Diana Niles King
Sue and Bill Kirber
Bill Kish
Robert Kitchen
Amy Klein
Elissa Kramer and Jay Newman
Trudy and Harry Kramer
Barbara Kronman
Adam Lang
Max and Eliana Lang
Tim LaRiche
Raymond Learsy
Raphael Leeman
Gazella and Tom LeJeune
Lloyd and Jane Levi
Mark Liebergall and Diane Engelke
Irene and Kenneth Liegner
Jack Lindsay and Robert Murphy
Lois Line
Helen and William Little
Linda Lloyd
Louis E. Loeb and Tully Lyons
Marilyn Loo and Gregory Zanieski
Rhoda Lubalin
Suzanne Mackson
Kerry Madigan and Neal Rosenthal
Rachel Mandelman
Katherine and Frank Martucci
Susan and Ronald Match
Christine and Robert Mathers
Diane and Bill Mattes
Kevin M McAliley
Stacey McArdle and 
 Chris Danielian
Rosemarie and Jerome McEnroe
Kristen Meissner
Amy Mellen
Caroline Merison
Louise Meryman and Dean Nicyper
Lance and Debbie Middlebrook
Laura and C. Edward Midgley 
Gifford and Pamela Miller
Karen Jacobson and Tom Molholm
John and Marilyn Moller
Elizabeth Morrison
Lana Morrison
Rose Marie Morse and 
 Albert Francke
Abby and Jonathan Moses
Steven Moskowitz
Marnie and Fritz Mueller
Megan and Bryant Musgrove
Susan Musgrove
Eliza Ng and Tim Kintzel
N J Nicholas Jr. and 
 Llewellyn J Nicholas
Susan North

Nancy and John Nowak
Eleanor Nurzia and Kurt Gabrielson
Laurie Nussdorfer
Fred Nye
Sean O’Brien
Patrica and Daniel Odell
Janet and David Offensend
Barry Osher
Brooke Lehman and Gregg Osofsky
Joan Osofsky
Carol Falcetti and Norman Osofsky
Maxine A. Paetro
Dr. Kathryn Palmer House
Kristen Panzer
James and Jane Parker
Heather and John Parsons
Rodney Paterson
Jerry Peele
Paula Pelosi
Nicholas Pentecost
Nancy Perkins
Victoria Perotti
Ellen Petersen
Marnie Pillsbury
Kathryn Pirraglia
Clare Pomerantz
Laura Ponkos
Jody Potter
Linda and James Quella
Encarnita and Robert Quinlan
Tim and Courtney Quinlan
John Rafferty
Tracy Rakin
Eliot Ramos
Nuno Ramos
Rhonda Ramparas
Rosina Rand
Linda Ray
Rob Horwitz and Catherine Redlich
Joan Redmond and Susan Crossley
Angela Reynar
Hila Richardson
Kali and Eric Roberge
Eric Roberts
Gabby Bernstein and Zach Rocklin
Sylvia Rodriguez Case
Roberta Roll
David  and Robyn Rosenberg
Barbara Ross
Jane Rossman
Peter and Michelle Roth
Amy Rothstein
Ron Becker and Patricia Rowell
Steven D Rummer
Jamie and Shamu Sadeh
Grace and Michelle Saffranella
Rebecca Sandler and Jeremy Boal
Marco J. Sartori
Stefanie Birkmann and Sunil Savkar
Nancy Schaefer
Diane Schapira
Amy Scheim
Yael and Yanki Schori
Gail Schroder
Nili Simhai and Yosh Schulman
David and Martha Schultz
Anne Schwimmer
Donna and John Scott
Helen Scoville
Ruth and Thomas Sedlock
Tim and Mandi Seger
Eileen Shanahan Brown
Stephen Shepard and Lynn Povich
Vikram Sidhu and 
 David Narango Setien
Susan and Richard Sie
James Silvia

Judith Singelis
Abby and Pierce Sioussat
Marjory Slobetz and 
 Donald Pickering
Kathy Chow and Henry Smedley
Cameron O. Smith
George Smith
Karen and Nevill Smythe
Christopher Spitler
Mona Staaf Gunther
Sarah and David Stack
Rich Stalzer
Madeleine Stern
Dan Sternberg and 
 Deborah Cooper
Kate Stiassni and Ned Nunes
Lenox Stonehill and 
 Maria Leonardi Stonehill
Lisa Straus and Ron Afzal
Betsy and Julian Strauss
Jane Strong and John Brett
Anne Sundberg and Rob Nathan
Melinda Sweet
Gregory Swinehart and 
 Mitra Walter
Divya Symmers
Kirin Terni
Deborah Thomas and 
 James Sherry
Meredith and Tom Tiedemann
Amy Truax
Leslie Farhangi and John Tuke
Michael and Gail Virtuoso
Stephen Waite
David Elwell and Andrew Wallach
Cynthia Walsh
Yvonne and Timothy Walsh
Annie Walwyn-Jones and 
 Murdoch Morrison
Lauren J. Was
Jane Waters and Peter Caldwell
Michele Ferraro and 
 Kathleen Weathers
Barbara Kennedy Weiss
Bourne Welsh
Leah Welsh
Larry J. Wente
Richard Wheeler
Marc and Eleanor Wieder
Jerry and Larry Willmert
Jane Winfrey
Monica and Mark C. Winmill
James Wright
Cynthia Young and 
 George Eberstadt
Mary Young
Nina and Tim Zagat
Jennifer Zaslow and Mark Katz
Martha and Murray Zimiles 
Diane Zimmerman and 
 Calvin Leeman

BUSINESSES:
Associated Lightening Rod
Berlinghoff Contracting
Crown Energy Corp.
Dean Builders
Ed Herrington, Inc.
Elyse Harney Real Estate LLC
Farmer’s Wife
Guernsey Real Estate
Guido’s
Hammertown Barn
Harney & Sons Fine Teas
Hotchkiss School

Irving Farm Coffee Roasters
Millerton Auto and Truck 
 Supply Inc.
Millerton Napa
Montage Antiques
Moon in the Pond Farm
Moore & More Printing
Paley’s Farm Market
Ronnybrook Farm
Salisbury Bank and Trust
Scott D. Conklin Funeral Home
Sharon Congregational Church
T-Shirt Farm
William J Cole Agency Inc
Sharon Congregational Church

GRANTS AND FOUNDATIONS:
Anonymous
Arts Mid-Hudson
Barry Schwartz
Berkshire Taconic Community 
 Foundation
Buchanan Family Foundation
C.L.C Kramer Foundation
Community Foundations of the 
 Hudson Valley
Discovery Land Company 
 Foundation
Downey Alexander Fund
Dyson Foundation
Eastern Dutchess Rural Health 
 Network
Field Hall Foundation
Garon Family Fund
George Garretson Wade Trust
Glynwood Center
Gus & Caroline Pope Fund
Harry Hall Bridge Club
Hathaway Family Foundation
Hudson River Bank & Trust Co. 
 Foundation
M&T Charitable Foundation
My Flying Ant Charitable Fund
Newman Family Foundation
Nicholas Family Charitable Trust
PHFFoundation
Redlich Horwitz Foundation
Robert L. & Jean Clarke Family 
 Foundation
State Street Foundation
Stephen and May Cavin Leeman 
 Foundation
Sunday In the Country Food Drive
Thanksgiving Foundation
The Daniel and Estrellita Brodsky 
 Family Foundation
The Foundation for Community 
 Health
The Handshake Foundation
The John Doar Foundation
The Robert and Gretchen Dinerman 
 Charitable Fund
Thomas J Berlinghoff Memorial 
 Fund
United Way of the Dutchess-
 Orange Region
Vanderbilt Family Foundation
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Finances: October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jon Arnason
Irene Banning
Christine Bates
Rob Cooper
Dr. Robert Dweck
Nancy Elting, 
    Chair
Julie Berkun Fajgenbaum, 
    Vice Chair
Evelyn Garzetta
Karen Jacobson
Patricia Keeler Jean
Trudy Kramer

Eleanor Nurzia
Linda Quella
Meredith Tiedemann, 
    Treasurer
Shannon Tyree Brown
Annie Walwyn-Jones 
Diane Zimmerman, 
    Secretary

ADVISORY BOARD
Samuel Busselle
Wendy Curtis
Tammy Cooper
Jennifer Hand

Louise Lindenmeyr, 
    Chair
Anne Newburg
Joan Osofsky
David Rosenberg
Helen Scoville
Dan Sternberg

STAFF
Christine Sergent, 
 Executive Director
Mollee Alquesta
Kathryn Atkins
Nathan Briggs

THE FOLKS WHO HELP MAKE THINGS HAPPEN AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER:

Dale Brown
Michele Burns
Mike Cawley
Evan Clune
Sheila DePaola
Raquel Echevarria
Hans Figi
Merideth Hamilton
Kim Henrichs
Julianna Kreta
John Nowak
Jackie Osnato
Jennie Poidomani
Jessica Raymond

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES:
NYS Office of Children and Family 
 Services
NYS Department of Education
Dutchess County Department of 
 Planning and Development
Dutchess County Division of 
 Youth Services
Dutchess County Office for the 
 Aging
Dutchess County Workforce 
 Investment Board
New York State Department of 
 Transportation
Town of Amenia
Town of Dover
Town of North East

OTHER:
Adopt-A-Family of Millerton
The Millbrook Garden Club
Millbrook Rotary Club
Millerton Lion’s Club
Millbrook Tribute Garden

2020 Total Expenses – $1,429,254

2020 Total Revenue – $1,429,254

Robin Roraback
Jordan Schmidt
Mark Stonehill
Lenny Sutton
Elizabeth Strauss
Scott Tyson

Youth	Programs	$432,855 $432,855.00
Food	Access	Programs	$126,504 $126,504.00
Family	and	Senior	Support	Programs	$109,695 $109,695.00
TransportaEon	Program	$143,334 $143,334.00
Community	Events	$43,865 $43,865.00
Fundraising	$179,785 $179,785.00
Management	and	AdministraEon	$309,268 $329,650.00
Working	Capital	$63,566 $63,566.00
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The North East Community Center is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Program Provider.

P.O. Box 35  |  51 South Center Street  |  Millerton, NY 12546
(518) 789-4259  |  www.neccmillerton.org  

PLEASE 
SUPPORT 
NECC
A gift to the North East 
Community Center sup-
ports the programs and 
services highlighted in 
this Report, strengthening 
the community in which 
we live and serving as 
a support system for its 
members. 

To make a tax-deductible 
donation, please go to: 
www.neccmillerton.org/
donate 

Thank you!

Volunteers 
Patrick and 
Owen 
McKeever


